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PHIL; iii. 12. 


Not as tho* I had already attained, either 
were already perfect. 


t. HERE is ſcarce any Expreſſion 
in Holy Writ, which has gi- 
ven more Offence than this. 

The Word Perfect is what many cannot 

bear. The very Sound of it is an-Abomt- 

nation to them, And whoſoever preaches 

Perfection (as the Phraſe is) i. e. aſſerts that 

is attainable in this Life, runs great Hazard 


of being accounted by them, worſe than a 


Heathen Man or a Publican, 


2. And hence ſome have adviſed, whol- 
' Iy to lay aſide the Uſe of thoſe Expreſſions; 


« becaule they have given ſo great Offence.” 
But are they not found in the Oracles of 


Gop ? If fo, by what Authority, can any 
Meſſenger of Gop lay them aſide, even 


tho* all Men ſhould be offended ? We have 

not fo learned CHñRISTH; neither may we 
thus give Place to the Devil. Whatſoevet 
Con hath ſpoken, that will we ſpeak, Whe- 
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[6] 
ther Men will hear, or whether they will 
forbear : Knowing that then alone can any 
Miniſter of CHRIST be pure from the Blood 
of all Men, when he hath not ſhunned to de- 
clare unto them all the Counſel of God, 


3. We may not therefore lay theſe Ex- 
preſſions aſide, - ſeeing they are the Words 
of God, and not of Man. But we may, 
and ought to explain the Meaning of them; 
that thoſe who are ſincere of Heart, may 
not err to the Right-hand or to the Left, 
from the Mark of the Prize of their high 


Calling. And this is the more needful to 
be done, becauſe in the Verſe already re- 


peated, the Apoſtle ſpeaks of himlelf as not 
perfect; Not, ſaith he, as 1h I were alrea- 
ah perfẽ. And yet immediately after, in 


the fifteenth Verſe, he ſpeaks of himſelf, 


yea and many others, as perfect. Let us, 
faith he, as many as be perfect, be thus” 
minded. ; 


4. In order therefore to remove the Dif- 
ficulty ariſing from this ſeeming Contradic- 
tion, as well as to give Light to them who 
are preſſing forward to the Mark, and that 
thoſe who are lame be not turned out of the 
Way, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, - 
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They know likewiſe (what the'natural Man MY 


know the mighty Working of his Spirit in 


Offence both toward God and toward Man. 


Ter 
Firſt, In what Senſe Chriſtians are ar, 
and, 


Secondly, In what Senſe they are prrfect. 


I.) 1. In the firſt Place I ſhall endeavour 
to ſhew, in what Senſe Chriſtians are not ; 
perfect. And both from Experience and 1 
Scripture it appears, firſt, that they are not 11 
perfect in Knowledge: They are not /o per- 
fect in this Life, as to be free from Igno- 
rance. They know, it may be, in com- 
mon with other Men, many Things relat- 
ing to the preſent World: And they know, 
with regard to the World to come, the 
neral Truths which God hath revealed. 


receiveth not; for theſe Things are piritu. 
ally diſcerned) What Manner of Love it it, Oo 
wherewith the Father bath loved them, that Y 

they ſhould be called the Sons of God; They 


their Hearts, and the Wiſdom of his Pfr- 
vidence, directing all their Paths, and cau- 1 
ſing all Things to work together for their 
Good, Yea, they know in every Circum- 
ſtance of Life, what the Lord requireth of 
them, and how to keep à Conſcience void of 
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2. But innumerable are the Things which 

they know not. Touching the Almighty Him- 

felf, they cannot ſearch Him out to Perfection. 
Lo, theſe are but a Part of bis Ways; but 
the Thunder of his Power, who can undor- 
fand? They cannot underſtand, I will not 
fay, how there are Three that bear Record in 
Heaven, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, and theſe Three are One; Or how the 
eternal Son of God took upon Himſelf the 
Form of a Servant : But not any one Attri- 
bute, not any one Circumſtance of the Di- 
9 vine Nature. Neither is it for them 70 


5 know the Times and Seaſons, when God will 
'F work his great Works upon the Earth; no, 
WW: not even thoſe which he hath in part re- 
E vealed, by his Servants the Prophets, ſince 


1 tte World began. Much leſs do they 

WW know, when God having accompliſhed the 

Z Number of his Elect will haſten his Kingdom: 

When the Heavens ſhall paſs away with a 

* great Noiſe, and the Elements ſhall melt with 
e Heat, 


3. They know not the Reaſons even of 
many of his preſent Diſpenſations with 
the Sons of Men: But are conſtrained to 
reſt here, Tho' Clouds and Darkneſs are 
round about him, Righteouſneſs and Judgment 
are the Habitation of his Seat, Yea; often 
3 with - 


with regard to his Dealings with themſelves 
doth their Lord ſay unto them, What I do, 
thou knoweſt not nom; but thou ſhalt know 
hereafjer. And how little do they know, 
of what is ever before them, of even the 
viſible Works of his Hands? How be 
2 the North over the empty Place, and 

angeth the Earth upon nothing? How he 
unites all the Parts of this vaſt Machine by 
a ſecret Chain which cannot be broken ? So 


Knowledge of even the beſt of Men, 


2.) 4. No one then is ſo perfect in this 
Life, as to be free from Ignorance. Nor, 
ſecondly, from Miſtake which indeed is aly 
moſt an unavoidable Conſequence of it ; 
ſeeing thoſe who know but in part, are ever 
liable to err, touching the Things which 
they know not. *Tis true, the Children of 


God do not miſtake, as to the Things eſ- 


ſential to Salvation. They do not put Darks 


neſs for Light, or Light for Darkneſs, nei- 


ther ſeek Death in the Error of their Life. 
For they are gaught of God, and the Way 
which he teaches them, the Way of Holi- 
neſs is ſo plain, that {hs wayfaring Man, 
the? a Fool need not err tberein. But in 


Things uneſſential to Salvation, they da 


err, and that frequently. The beſt and 
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wiſeſt of Men are frequently miſtaken, e- 
ven with regard to Facts: Believing thoſe 
Things not to have been, which really 
were, or thoſe to have been done, which 
were not. Or ſuppoſe they are not miſta- 
ken as to the Fact itſelf, they may be, with 
regard to its Circumſtances; believing them, 
or many of them, to have been quite dif- 
ferent, from what in Truth they were. And 
hence cannot but arife many farther Mi- 
ſtakes. Hence they may believe either paſt 
or aer Actions, which were, or are evil, 
to be good; and ſuch as were, or are good, 
to be evil. Hence alſo they may judge, 
not according to Truth, with regard to the 
Characters of Men: And that not only by 
ſuppoſing good Men to be better, or wick- 
ed Men to be worſe than they are; but by 
_ believing them to have been, or to be good 
Men, who were, or are very wicked : Or, 
perhaps, thoſe to have been, or to be wick- 
ed Men, who were, or are holy and unre- 
proveable. TON 


5. Nay, with regard to the Holy Scrip- 
tures themſelves, as careful as they are to 
avoid it, the beſt of Men are liable to mi- 
ſtake, and do miſtake Day by Day : Eſpe- 
cially, with reipect to thoſe Parts thereof, 
which leſs immediately relate to Practice. 
. Hence 


[11] 
Hence even the Children of God are not 

reed, as to the Interpretation of many 
Places in Holy Writ: Nor is their Diffe- 
rence of Opinion any Proof that they are 
not the Children of God on either Side, 
But it is a Proof, that we are no more to 
expect any living Man, to be infallible than 
to be omniſcient. 


6. If it be objected to what has been ob- 
ſerved under this and the preceding Head, 
that St. Jobn ſpeaking to his Brethren in 
the Faith, ſays, Ze have an Unition from 
the holy One, and know all Things, 1 John 
11, 20. The Anſwer is plain, Ye know 
« all Things that are needful for your Soul's 
Health.“ That the Apoſtle never de- 
ſigned to extend this farther, that he could 
not ſpeak it in an abſolute Senſe, is clear 
firſt from hence, that otherwiſe he would 
deſcribe the Diſciple as above his Maſter 
ſeeing Chriſt Himſelf, as Man, knew not 
all Things.—Of that Hour, ſaith he, know- 
eth not the Son, but the Father only. Ii is 
clear, ſecond ly, from the Apoſtle's own 
Words that follow, Theſe Things have 1 
written unto you, concerning them that de- 
cerve you : as well as from his frequently re- 
peated Caution, Let no Man deceive you; 
which had been altogether needleſs, had LE 

Ole 


[12] 
thoſe very Perſons, who had that Unction 
from the Holy One, been liable not to ig- 
norance only; but to miſtake alſo, _ 


7, Even Chriſtians therefore are not /o 
pelle, as to be free either from Ignorance 
or Error. We may, thirdly, add; nor 
from Infirmities. Only let us take Care to 
underſtand this Word aright. Let us not 
give that ſoft Title to known Sins, as the 
Manner of ſome is. So, one Man tells us, 
„ Every Man has his Infirmity „and mine 
is Drun enneſs: Another * the Infir- 
mity of Uncleanneſs; another of taking 
God's holy Name in vain. And yet another 
has the [aficmity of calling his. Brother, 
Thou Fool, or returning Railing fer Railing. 
It is Plain, that all you who thus ſpeak, 
with your Infirmities, if ye repent not, 
ſhall go quick into Hell. But I mean here- 
by, not only thoſe which are properly term- 
ed bodily Tnfrmities, but all thoſe inward or 
outward Imperfections, which are not of a 
moral Nature.. Such are Weakneſs or Slow- 
neſs of Underſtanding, Dullneſs or Confu- 
ſedneſs of App rehenſion, Incoherency of 
Thought, irregular Quickneſs or Heavineſs 
of Imagination, Such (to mention no, more 
of this Kind) is, the Want of a ready or 


of axetentive Memory. Such, in another 
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Kind are, thoſe which are commonly in 
ſome Meaſure conſequent upon theſe : 
Namely, Slowneſs of Speech, Impropriety 
of Language, Ungracefulneſs of Pronunci- 
ation; to which one might add a thouſand 
nameleſs Defects, either in Converſation or 
Behaviour. Thele are the Infirmities which 
are found in the beſt of Men, in a larger or 
ſmaller Proportion. And from theſe none 
can hope to be perfectly freed, till the Spi- 
rit returns to God that gave it. 


8. Nor can we expect till then, to be 
wholly free from Temptation. Such Per- 
fection belongeth not to this Life. It is 
true, there are thoſe who being given up 
to work all Uncleanneſs with Greediheſs, 
ſcarce perceive the Temptations which they 
reſiſt not, and ſo ſeem to be without Temp- 
ration. There are alſo many whom the 
wiſe Enemy of Souls ſeeing to be faſt aſleep 
in the dead Form of Godlineſs, will not 
tempt to groſs Sin, Jeſt they ſhould awake 
before they drop into everlaſting Burnings, 
I know, there are alſo Children of God, 
who being now j#/tified freely, having found 
Redemption in the Blood of Chriſt, for the | 
preſent feel no Temptation. God hath ſaid 
to their Enemies, Touch not mine Anointed, 
and do 9 Children no Harm, And for this 
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Seaſon, it may be for Weeks or Months, 


he cauſeth them to ide on the high Places, 


he beareth them as on Eagles Wings, above 


all the fiery Darts of the wicked One. But 


this State will not laſt always, as we may 
learn from that ſingle Conſideration, that 
the Son of God himielf, in the Days of his 
Fleſh, was tempted even to the End of his 
Life. Therefore fo let his Servants expect 
to be; for it is enough that he be as his 
Maſter. 9 


9. Chriſtian Perfection therefore does not 


imply (as ſome Men ſeem to have imagin'd) 


an Exemption either from Ignorance or 
Miſtake, or Infirmities or Temptations, 
Indeed it is only another Term for Holi- 
neſs.” They are two Names for the ſame 
Thing. Thus, every one that is perfect is 
holy z and every one that 1s holy, is 1n the 
Scripture Senſe, perfect. Yet we may, 
laſtly, obſerve, that neither in this Reſpect 
is there any abſolute Perfection on Earth, 
There is no Perfection of Degrees, as it is 


termed ; none which does not admit a con- 


tinual Increaſe. So that how much ſoever 
any Man hath attained, or in how high a 


Degree ſoever he is perfect, he hath e ſtill 


need to grow in Grace, and daily to ad- 
vance 


( 15] 
vance in the Knowledge and Love of God 
his Saviour, 


TI.) 1. In what Senſe then are Chriſti« 
ans perfect? This is what I ſhall endeavour, 
in the ſecond Place, to ſhew. But it ſhould 
be premiſed, that there are ſeveral Stages 
in Chriſtian Life as well as in natural : 
Some of the Children of God being but 
new-born Babes; others having attained to 
more Maturity, And accordingly St. John, 
in his firſt Epiſtle (c. ii. 12. Sc.) applies 
himſelf ſeverally, to thoſe hie terms little 
Children, thoſe he ſtiles young Men, and 
thoſe whom he intitles Fathers. I write 
unto you, little Children, faith the Apoſtle, 
becauſe your Sins are forgiven you: Becauſe 
thus far ye have attained, being ju/tified 
freely, you have Peace with God, thro Feſus 
Chriſt. I write unto you, young Men, be- 
cauſe ye have overcome the wicked One; or (as 
he afterwards adds) becauſe ye are ſtrong, 
and the Word of God abideth in you, Ye 
have quenched the fiery Darts of the wick- 
ed One, the Doubts and Fears, wherewith 
he diſturbed your firſt Peace, and the Wit- 
neſs of God hat your Sins are forgiven, now 
abideth in your Heart. 1write unto you, Fatbers, 
becauſe ye have known him that is from the 
> nd Ye have known both the Father 

. 2 and 


[ 16 ] 
and the Son, and the Spirit of Chriſt in 
your inmoſt Soul. Ye are perfect Men, be- 
ing grown up to the Meaſure of the Stalure 
of the Fulneſs of Chriſt. 


2, It 1s of theſe chiefly I ſpeak in the 
latter Part of this Diſcourſe. For theſe on- 
ly are properly Chriſtians. But even Babes 


in Chriſt are in ſuch a Senſe perfect, or 


born of God (an Expreſſion taken alſo in di- 
vers Senſes) as firſt, Not to commit Sin, 
If any Doubt of this Privilege of the Sons 
of God, the Queſtion is not to be decided 
by abſtract Reaſonings, which may be drawn 
out into an endleſs Length, and leave the 
Point juſt as it was before. Neither is it to 
be determined by the Experience of this or 
that particular Perſon, Many may ſup- 
pole they do not commit Sin, when they 
do; but this proves nothing either Way. 
To ihe Law and to the Teſtimony we ap— 
peal. Let God be true, and every Man a Li- 
ar. By his Word will we abide, and that 
alone. Hereby we ought to bejudged, 


Now the Word of God plainly de- 
clares, that even thoſe who are juſtified, 
who are born again in the loweſt Senſe, do 
not continue in Sin; that they cannot live 


any longer therein Ga, vi. 1, 2.) that they 
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are planted together into the Likeneſs of the 


Death of Chriſt (Verſe g.) That their old 
Man is crucified with him, the Body of Sin 
being d:troyed, ſo that thenceforth they do not 


ſerve Sin: that being dead with Chriſt, they 


are freed ſrom Sin (Verſes 6, 7.) That they 
are dead unto Sin, and alive unto God (Verſe 
11.) That Sin hath not Dominion over them, 
who are hot under tbe Law, but under Grace; 
but that theſe being made free from Sin, are 


become the Servants of Righteouſneſs, Verſes 
14, 18. 


4. The very leaſt which can be implied 


in th:ſe Words, is, that the Perſons ſpoken 
of therein, naincly, all real Chriſtians or 


elievers in Chriſt, are made free from 
outward Sin, And the ſame Freedom. 


which St. Paul here expreſſes in ſuch Vari- 


ety of Phraſes, St. Peter expreſſes in that 


one (1 Pet. iv. 1, 2.) He that hath ſuffered 
in the Fleſh, hath ceaſed from Sin, that he 
no longer ſhould live lo the Defires of Men, 
but to he Will of Gad. For this ceaſing from 
Sin, it it be interpreted in the loweſt Senſe, 


as regarding only the outward Behavlour, 


mult denote the cealing from the outward 
Act, from my, outward eon of 
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lis ſaid? By St. Jobn ? No. 


tion is, ſimply to deny it. 


8 

5. But moſt expreſs are the well known 
Words of St. John, in the third Chapter of 
his firſt Epiſtle, Verſe eight, Sc. He that 
committeth Sin is of the Devil ; for the De- 
vil finneth from the Beginning. For this Pur- 
poſe the Son of God was manifeſt, that he 
might deſtroy the Works of the Devil. Who- 
ſoever is born of God, doth not commit Sin. 
For his Seed remaineth i in him, and he cannot 
fin, becauſe he is born of God, And thoſe 
in the fifth, Verſe 18. We know that who- 
ſoever is born of God ſinneth not. But be 
that is begotten of - God keepeth himſelf, and 
that wicked One toucheth bim not, 


6. Indeed it is ſaid, this means only, He 


| finneth not wilfuly; or, he doth not com- 


mit Sin habitually; or, not as other Men do; 3 
or, not as he did before, But by whom is 
There is no 


ſuch Word in the Text: Nor in the whole 


Chapters; nor in all this Epiſtle; nor in 


any Part of his Writings whatſoever. Why 
then, the beſt Way to anſwer a bold Aſſer- 
And if any 
Man can prove it from the Word of God, 


let him bring forth his ſtrong Reaſons, 
: 22 7. And a Sort of Reaſon there U Which 


5 been frequently brought to ſup rttheſe 
Grange Aſſertions drawn from on 1 
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[19] 
recorded in the Word of God, © What, ſay 
they, did not Abraham himſelf commit 
Sin, prevaricating and denying his Wife? 
Did not Maſes commit Sin, when he pro- 
voked God, at the Waters of Strife? Nay, 
to produce one for all, did not even David, 
the Man after God's own Heart, commit Sin, 
in the Matter of Uriah the Hittite, even 
Murder and Adultery ?” It is moſt ſute he 
did. All this is true. But what is it you 
would infer from hence? It may be grant- 
ed, firſt, That David, in the general Courſe 
of his Life, was one of the holieſt Men 
among the Jews. And, ſecondly, That the 
holieſt Men among the Fews did ſometimes. 
commit Sin. But if you would hence infer, 
that all Chriſtians do, and muſt commit Sin, 
as long as they live: This Conſequence we 
utterly deny. It will never follow from 85 
thoſe Premiſſes. : 
8. Thoſe who argue thus, ſeem never to 
oo conſidered that Declaration of our 
Lord (Matth. xi. 11.) YVerily I ſay unto y © © 
among them that are born of Women, there 
hath not riſen a greater than John the Baptiſt. 
Notwithſtanding, he that is leaſt in the = 
dom of Heaven is greater than he. I fear i rhe POW 
deed there are ſome who have imagine: 5 . | 
ef Ro of Heaven here, to mean the 
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[20] 
Kingdom of Glory: As if the Son of God had 
juſt diſcovered to us, that the leaſt glorified 
Saint in Heaven is greater than any Man 
upon Earth! To mention this is ſufficiently 
to refute it. There can therefore no Doubt 
be made but he Kingdim of Heaven here, 
(as in the following Verſe, where it is ſaid 
to be /aken by Force) or, the Kingdom of God, 
as St. Luke expreſſes it, is that Kingdom of 
God on Earth, whereunto all true Believers 
in Chriſt, all real Chriſtians belong. In 
theſe Words then our Lord declares two 
Things. Fir/t, That before his coming in 
the Fleſh, among all the Children of Men, 
there had not been one greater than John 
| the Baptiſt: Whence it evidently follows, 
that neither Mrabam, David, nor any Few 
was greater than John. Our Lord, ſecond- 
ty, declares, that he which is leaſt in the 
Kingdom of God (in that Kingdom which 
he came to ſet up on Earth, and which 
the Violent now began 1o take by Force) is 


greater than he. The plain Conſequence 


Is, the leaſt of theſe, who have now Chriſt 
for . their King, is greater than Abraham 
or David, or any Je» ever was. None 
of them was ever greater than John, But 
the leaſt of thele is greater than he. Not 
a greater Prophet (as lome have interpret- 


ed the Word) for this is palpably: falle 
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in Fact. But greater in the Grace of God, 


and the Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, Therefore we cannot meaſure the 
Privileges of real Chriſtians, by thoſe for- 
merly given to the Fews. Their Miniſtra- 
tion (or Diſpenſation) we allow was glori- 
ous ; but ours exceeds in Glory, So that 
whoſoever would bring down the Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation to the Fewyh Standard, who- 
ſoever gleans up the Examples of Weak- 
neſs, recorded in the Law and the Pro- 
phets, and thence infers, that they who 
have put on Chrift, are indued with no great- 
er Strength, doth greatly err, neither know- 
ing the Scriptures, nor the Power of God. 


“% But are there not Aſſertions in 
„ Scripture which prove the fame Thing, 


e jf it cannot be inferred from thoſe Exam- 


„ ples? Does not the Scripture ſay ex- 
6 preſly, Even a juſt Man finneth ſeven 
„ Times a Day? I anſwer, No. The 
Scripture ſays no ſuch Thing. There is no 


ſuch Text in all the Bible. That which 


ſeems to be intended 1s the ſixteenth Ver 


of the Twenty fourth Chapter of the Pro- 2 28 


verbs: The Words of which are theſe, 4 
fuſs Man falleth ſeven Times, and riſeth up 


again, But this is quite another "Thing, 


For, jfr/t, the Words a Day, are not in the 


Text, 
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Text. So that if a juſt Man falls ſeven 


Times in his Life, it is as much as is af- 
firmed here. Secondly, Here is no Mention 


of falling into Sin at all; what is here men- 


tioned is, falling into temporal Affliction. This 
plainly appears from the Verſe before, the 
Words of which are theſe : Lay not wait, 
O wicked Man, againſt the Dwel'ing of the 
Righteous; ſpoil not his Reſting-place. It 
follows, For a juſt Man falleth ſeven Times, 
and riſeth up again: But the Wicked ſhall fall 
into Miſchief. As if he had ſaid, © God 
will deliver him out of his Trouble. But 


when thou falleſt, there ſhall be none to 


deliver thee.” | 


10. But however in other Places, conti- 


nue the Objectors, Solomon does aſſert plain- 


ly, There is no Man that finneth not (1 Kings 
viii. 46. 2 Chron, vi. 36.) yea, there is not 
4 juſt Man upon Earth that doth Good, and 


finneth not (Eccleſ. vii, 20.) I anſwer, With- 


out Doubt, thus it was, in the Days of So- 
Jomon. Yea, thus it was, from Adam to 


Moſes, from Moſes to Solomon, and from 


Solomon to CHRIST. There was then no 
Man that ſinned not. Even from the Day 
that Sin entered into the World, there was 


not a juſt Man upon Earth that did Good, 


and ſinned not, until the Son of God was 
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manifeſted to take away our Sins, It is un- 
queſtionably true, that the Heir, . as long as 
he is a Child, differeth nothing from a Ser- 
vant, And that even /o they (all the holy 
Men of old, who were under the Few 
Diſpenſation) were, during that Infant-ſtate 
of the Church, in Bondage under the E- 
lements of the World, But when the Fulneſs 
of the Time was come, God ſent forth his Son, 
made under the Law, to redeem them that 
were under the Law, that they might receive 
the Adoption of Sans; that they might re- 
cerve that Grace which is now made manifeſt 
by the appearing of our Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, 
coho hath aboliſhed Death, and brought Life 
and Immortality to Light thro” the Goſpel, 
(2 Tim. i. 10.) Now therefore they are nc 
more Servants, but Sons. So that whatſoe- 
ver was the Caſe of thoſe under the Law, 
we may fafely affirm with St. Zobn,; that 
ſince the Goſpel was given, He that 15 . 
of God, ſinneth not. 5 


11. It is of great Importance to obſerve, 
and that more carefully than is commonly 
done,the wide Difference there 1s between the 
Fewiſh and the Chriſtian Diſpenſation: And 
that Ground of it which the ſame Apoſtle aſ- 
ſigns in the ſeventh Chapter of his Goſpel, 
Ver 35, Oc. After he had there related thoſe 

ES. Words 


_ 
F - 
bY 3 8 8 — 
” * 4 
 - ws. * 
1 4%. _ *». vo © a 


8 928 , 

- - -, 
» »£ rern # 
7 4 * = — 


i | 
f 
8 


— a 5,4 —_— 


R 
— 


—— 


— -» _ > — —— 
þ 4 1 : * —— — - : — ' — — 
« "AI 7 ** Ly _ — 5 — s —ů— — , | — =. 
, . - * of - — * 
* u — 
| i 
* 


— —— —— — 2 — — ——ę— - 


EE 8 
8 _ 
* * - 


= : 


„ 1 0 a 
# * wan * 


＋ꝙę̃ WY” 
- P 


Dp 2 1 
. 1 ” 
w,a47 


2 
; | 
c % 


| Words of our bleſſed Lord, He that beliew- 
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eth on me, as the Scripture hath ſaid, out of 
his Belly ſball flow Rivers of living Water, 
he immediately ſubjoins, This ſpake he of 
the Spirit, 8 #enov MepBavey 61 TigevouTes ic 
euTov, which they who ſhould believe on him, 
were afterwards to receive, For the Holy 
Ghoſt was not yet given, becauſe that Feſus 
was not yet glorified, Now the Apoſtle can- 
not mean here (as ſome have taught) That 
the Miracle-working Power of the Holy 
Ghoſt was not yet given. For this was gi- 
ven; our Lord had given it to all his Apo- 
ſtles, when he firſt ſent them forth to preac 

the Goſpel. He then gave them Power o- 
ver unclean Spirits to caſt them out; Power 


to heal the Sick, yea, to raiſe the Dead. But - 


the Holy Ghoſt was not yet given in his 
ſanctifying Graces, as he was after Jeſus 
was glorified, - It was then when he aſcend- 
ed: up on high, and led Captivity Captive, that 
he received thoſe Gifts for Men, yea, even 


for the rebellious, that the Lord God might 


dwell among them. And when the Day of 
Pentecoſt was fully come, then firſt it was, 
that they who waited for the Promiſe of the 


Father, were made more than Conquerors 


.over Sin, by the Holy Ghoſt given unto 


them. 


12. That 


251 


12. That this great Salvation from Sin 
vas not given till Jeſus was glorified, Sf. 
of Wl Peter alſo plainly teſtifies ; where ſpeaking 
„ of his Brethren in the Fleſh, as now receiv- 
of ing the End of their Faith, the Salvation of 
e tbeir Souls, he adds (1 Pet. i. 9, 10, Sc.) 
„„ Of which Salvation the Prophets have en- 
1 quired and ſearched diligently, who propbeſied 
ef the Grace (i. e. the gracious Diſpenſation) 
1- Þ that ſhould come unto you : Searching what, 
at or what Manner of Time the Spirit of Cbriſt 
which was in them did ſignify, when it teſti- 
fied before hand the Sufferings of Chriſt and 
the Glories (and the glorious Salvation) that 
| ſhould follow, Unto whom it was revealed, 
Wat not unto themſelves, but unto us they did 


unto you by them that have preached the Goſpel 


5 unto you, with the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from 


Heaven (viz, at the Day of Pentecoſt, and 
ſo unto all Generations, into the Hearts of 
all true Believers.) On this Ground, even 


” | the Grace which was brought unto them by the 


| Revelation of Jeſus Chrift, the Apoſtle might 
/ | well build that ſtrong Exhortation, I bere- 
„Pere girding up the Loyns of your Mind, — 


as he which hath called you is toy, fo be ye 


1 #24 in all Manner of Converſation. 


* | C 3 3. Thoſe 


miniſter, the Things which are now reported 
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13. Thoſe who have duly conſidered 
| theſe Things muſt allow, that the Privile- 
* ges of Chriſtians, are in no wiſe to be mea- 
Ln ſured by what the Old Teſtament. records 
* concerning thoſe who were under the Zew- 
. % Diſpenſation: Seeing the Fulneſs of 
mY Times is now come; the Holy Gheſt is paw 
vn given: The great Salvation of: God. is 


Ll: brought unto Men, by the Revelation. of 
| Jeſus Chriſt, -The Kingdom of Heaven 
is now ſet up on Earth; concerning which 
the Spirit of God declared of old (fo far is 
David from being the Pattern or Standard 
of Chriſtian Perfection) He that is feeble 
among them at that Day, fhall be as David: 
And the Houſe of David ſhall be as God, as. 
the Angel of the Lord before them ( Zech, 
xii. 8.) 


14. If therefore you would prove that 
the Apoſtle's Words, He that is born of God; 
finneth not, are not to be underſtood, ac- 
cording to their plain, natural, obvious 
Meaning, it is from the New Teſtament et 
you are to bring your Proofs: Elſe you 1 
will fight as one that beateth the Air. And Ar 
the firſt of theſe which is uſually brought, Ithe 
is taken from the Examples recorded in the J. 
New Teſtament. “ The Apoſtles them- 80 
„ ſe.ves (it is ſaid) committed Sin: Nay! 

1 LOR „th? 
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de the greateſt of them, Peter and Paul: 
« St, Paul, by his ſharp Contention with 
« Barnabas, and St. Peter, by his Diſſimu- 
e lation at Antioch.” Well; ſuppoſe both 
Peter and Paul did then commit Sin : What 
is it you would infer from hence? That 
all the other Apoſtles commited Sin ſome- 
times? There is no Shadow of Proof in 
this. Or, would you thence infer, That 
al the other Chriſtians of the Apoſtolic Age 
committed Sin? Worſe and worſe; this is 
ſuch an Inference as one would imagine a 
Man in his Senſes could never have thought 
of, Or, will you argue thus? © If two 
of the Apoſtles did once commit Sin, then 
all other Chriſtians, in all Ages, do, and will 
commit Sin as long as they live.“ Alas, 
my Brother! a Child of common Under- 
ſtanding, would be aſhamed of ſuch Rea- 
ſoning as this. Leaſt of all can you with 
any Colour of Argument infer, „ That 


any Man muſt commit Sin at all.” Noz; 3 

God forbid we ſhould thus ſpeak. No Ne- _ 
ceſſity of ſinning was laid upon Them. The 9 
Grace of God was ſurely ſufficient for them. " 


And it 7s ſufficient for us at this Day. With 
the Temptation which fell on them, there 
was a Way to eſcape; as there is to every 
Soul of Man in every Temptation, 'So that 
whoſoever is tempted to any Sin, need not 

” _ C 2 yield; 
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yield; for no Man is tempted above that he 
is able to bear. | 


15. But St. Paul beſought the Lord 
thrice, and yet he could not eſcape from his 
Temptation.“ Let us conſider his own 
Words literally tranſlated. There was given 


to me, a Thorn, to the Fleſh, an Angel or 


Meſſenger of Satan, to buffet me. Touching 
this I beſought the Lord thrice, that it might 
depart from me. And he ſaid unto me, my 
Grace is ſufficient for thee, For my Strength 
is made perfett in Weakneſs. Moſt gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in theſe my Weak- 


neſſes, that the Strength of Chrift may reſt up- 


on me. Therefore I take Pleaſure in Weak- 


neſſes. —— for when I am weak, then am II 
ftirong, - 


16. As this Scripture is one of the ſtrong 
Holds of the Patrons of Sin, it may be 


proper to weigh it thoroughly, Let it be 


obſerved then, . firſt, It does by no Means 
appear, that this Thorn, whatſoever it was, 
occaſioned St. Paul to commit Sin; Much 
leſs laid him under any Neceſlity of doing 
ſo. Therefore, from hence it can never be 


proved that any Chriſtian muſt commit 


Sin. Secondly, The antient Fathers in- 
form us, it was bodily Pain: A violent 


S E OS SOMamAL RS my 


beat, or buf me. 
Fect in Weaneſs. 
curs no leſs than four times in theſe two 


Verſes only. 


was, it could not be either inward or out- 
ward Sin. 
Stirrings, than outward Expreſſions, of 
Pride, Anger, or Luſt. This is manifeſt 
beyond all poſſible Exception, from the 
Words that immediately follow, NI 
ly' will T glory in theſe my Wrakines, that 
zoe Strength of Chriſt may reſt upon me. 
What? Did he glory 
ger, 
IVeakneſſes; that the Strength of Chriſt reſts / 
ed upon him? He goes on; Therefore I 
take Pleaſure in Weakneſſes ;' for when I am 
weak, then am I ſtrong; i. e. When I am 
weak in Boch, | 
But will any Man dare to ſay, - 


1 
V—J—V © PO Tus 
Head-ach, faith Tertullian (de Pudic.) to 
which both Chry/oftomr and St. Jerom agree. 
St. Cyprian'* expreſſes it a little more ge- 
nerally in thoſe terms, Many and grievous 


Torments o 6 the "Fleſh and of the Body F. 
Thirdly, To this exactly agree the Apoſtle's 


own Words, 4 Thorn to” the Fleſh, to ſmite, 
My Strength is made per- 
W hich me Word oc- 


But, fourthly, Whatſoever it 


It could no more be inward 


glad- 


in Pride, in An- 


in Luſt? Wis it through theſe 


then am I ſtrong in Spirit. 
hen I am 
C3 © wear 


” a. 
vhs 
# on 


$14} a4 
* De mortalitate. 
+ Carats & corforis multa ac gravia tormenta, 


2 
S , 


. vo 0 
* = 4 22 
A 4 
. ky 8 
if 


* = 
K. "WW, 2 
1 8 tt 4 
* "2 T 


Y *»S,” 


[ 30 ] 


weak by Pride or Luſt, then I am ſtrong in. 
Spirit? I call you all to record this Day, 
who find the Strength of Chriſt reſting up- 
on you, can you glory in Anger, or Pride, 
or Luſt? Can you take Pleaſure in z7heſe In- 
firmities? Do theſe Weakneſſes make you 

ſtrong? Would you not leap into Hell, 


were it poſſible, to eſcape them? Even by 


- yourſelves then judge, whether the Apoſtle 
could glory, and take Pleaſure in them ! 


Let it be, /aftly, obſerved, That this Thorn 


was given to St. Paul above fourteen Years 


before he wrote this Epiſtle : Which it- 
ſelf was. wrote ſeveral Years before he 
finiſhed his Courſe. So that he had after 
this a long Courſe to- run, many Battles 
to fight, many Victories to gain, and 
great Increaſe to receive in all the Gifts of 
God, and the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt. 


-— 


it had been) which he at that Time felt, 
we could by no Means infer, that he was 
never made ſtrong, that Paul the Aged, the 
Father in Chriſt, ſtill laboured under the 


© There from ary ſpiritual Weakneſs (if ſuch 


fame Weakneſſes : That he was in no high- 


er State till the Day of his Death, From 
all which it appears, that this Inſtance of 
St. Paul is quite foreign to the Queſtion, 


and does in no wiſe claſh with the Aſſer- 
f 4 tion 
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171 But does not St. James directly con- 
tradict this? His Words are, In many Things | » 
we offend all, Ch. iii. Ver. 2. And is not 
offending the ſame as committing Sin?” In 
this Place I allow it is. I allow the Perſons 
here ſpoken of did commit Sin, yea, that they 
all committed many Sins, But whg are the 
Perſons here ſpoken r Why, thoſe many - 
Maſters or Teachers, whom God had not 
ſent (probably the ſame vain Men, who 
taught that Faith without Works, which is 
ſo ſharply reproved in the preceding Chap- 
ter.) Not the Apoſtle himſelf, nor any 
real Chriſtian. That in the Word wwe (uſed 
by a Figure of Speech, common in all o- 
ther, as well as the inſpired Writings) the 
Apoſtle could not poſſibly include himſelf, 
or any other true Believer, appears evident- 
ly, frft, From the Uſe of the ſame Word, 
in the ninth Verſe;  Therewith (ſaith he) 
bleſs we God, and therewith curſe we Men. 
Out of the. ſame Mouth proceedeth bleſſing and ; 
curſing. True; but not out of the Mouth © 
of ad Apoſtle, nor of any one who is in _ iſ 
Chriſt a new Creature, Secondly, From the + 
Verſe immediately preceding the Text, and 1 
manifeſtly connected with it. M Brethren, 
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e ner many Arn (or Teachers) knvwing” 
that we ſhall receive the greater Comemnas 


tion : For in many Things we offend all: We! 

Who? Not the Apoftles, not true Believ- 
ers; but they who knew they ſhould re- 
ceive the greater Condenmation, becauſe of 
thoſe many Offences: > But this could not be 
ſpoke of the Apoſtle himſelf, or of any who 
trod in his Steps; ſeeing there is no Con- 
demnation roland them, who walk not after the 

Fleſh,. but after 2 Spirit. Nay, thirdly, 

The: very Verſe itſelf proves, that we /- 


fend all, cannot be ſpoken, either of all Men, 


or of all Chriſtians; for in it there immedi- 
ately follows the Mention of a Man who 
offends not, as the ce firſt mentioned did: 


From whom therefore he is profeſſedly con- 


tradiſtinguiſhed, and Patente 4 a perſelt 
Man. | 


x8: 80 wo does Si. Times explain 
himſeſelf, and fix the Meaning of his own. 
Words. Yet leſt any one ſhould ſtill re- 


main in doubt, St. John, writing many 


Years after St. James, puts the Matter in- 
tirebhy out of Diſpute, by the expreſs De- 


_ Clarations above recited. ' But here a freſh 


Difficulty may ariſe: How ſhall we recon- 

cile St. John with himfelf? In one Place he 

dere ti Mhaſaover in born God, dotb not 
Is commit 4 


et, 
* * 
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commit Sin 
he which is born of Cod, finneth not. And 
yer. in another he ſaith, I we ſay that we 

ave no Sin, we deceive ourſelves, and the 
Truth is not in us. And again, If ue ſay 
that we have not ſinned, we make him a Liar, 
and his Word is not in us. 


19. As great a Difficulty az this may at 
firſt appear, it vaniſhes away if we obſerve, 
That the tenth Verſe fixes the Senſe 

of the eighth: F we ſay we have no Sin, 
in the former, being explained by, F we 
ſay wwe have not ſinned, in the latter Verſe. 
Secondly, That the Point under preſent Con- 
ſideration is not, whether we have or have 
not finned heretofore ;, and neither of theſe 
Verſes aſſerts, that we do in, or commit 
Sin now. Thirdly, That the ninth Veiſe 
explains both he eighth and tent; 
we confeſs our Sins, be is faithful and juſt 
to forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe us. 
from all Unrighteouſneſs : As if he had 
ſaid, ** I have before affirmed, the Blood 


of Jeſus Cbriſt cleanſeth us from allSin. But 
I need it not: I have no 


let no Man ſay, 
Sin to be cleanſed from. If we ſay that we 
have no Sin, that we have not finned, we de- 
ceive ourſelves, and make God a Liar. But 


1 we confeſs our Sins, - he is faithful and 


Juſt, 


And, again, We know that 
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fo to cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſ- 
neſs, that we may go and ſin no more. 
20. St. John therefore is well conſiſtent 
with himſelf, as well as with the other ho- 
ly Writers: As will yet more evidently ap- 
Pear, if we place all his Aſſertions touching 
this Matter in one View, He declares, 
int, The Blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth 


us from all Sin. 'Secondly, No Man can ſay, 


I: have not ſinned, I have no Sin to be 
cleanſed. from. 'Thirdly, But God is ready 
both to forgive our paſt Sins, and to ſave 
us from them for the Time to come. Fourth. 
ly, Theſe Things I write unto you, faith the 
Apoſtle, that ye may not fin : But if any 
Man ſbould fin, or have fined (as the Word 
ſhould rather be rendered) he need not con- 
tinne in Sin, ſeeing we have an Advocate 
with the Father, Feſus Chrift the Righte- 
os. Thus far all is clear, But leſt any 
Doubt ſhould remain, in a Point l of fo valt. 
Importance, the Apoſtle reſumes tliis Sub- 
ject in the third Chapter, and largely ex- 
plains his own Meaning. Litilè Children, 
faith he, let uo Mam deceive you (as tho” J 
had given any Encouragement to thofe that 
continue in Sin.) He that doth Righteouſ:- 
meſs, is \righteous-even as He is righteous. = 
2 3 | that 


juſt, not only to forgive our Sins, but al- 
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that, committeth Sin is of the Devil: For the; 
Devil, ſiuneth from the Beginning. For this 
Purpoſe the Son of God was manifeſted, that 
he migþt deſtroy the Works: of the Devil, ho- 
ſoever is born of Cod doth not commit Sin e 
For his, Seed remaineth-in him, and he cannot 
in, becauſe he is born of God, In this thei 
Children of God are manifeſt, and the Chil. 
dren of the Devil. (Verſes 7, — 10.) Here 
the Point, which till then might poſſibly: 
have. admitted of ſome Doubt in weak. 
Minds, is, purpoſely. ſettled by the laſt of 
the inſpired Writers, and decided in the 
cleareſt Manner. In Conformity therefore 
both to the Doctr ine of St. John, and to 


3 


the whole Tenor of the New: Teſtament,- 


we fix this Concluſion, ** A Chriſtian: is ſo 
far perfect, as not to commit Sin. 


21. This is the glorious Privilege of eves 
ry Chriſtian, yea, tho* he be but à Babe in 


K Crit; But it is only of thoſe wWwho are 


rong in the Lord, and have overcome the: 


YG wicked one, or rather of thoſe: who have 


known bim that is from the Beginning, that 


it can be affirmed they are in ſuch a Senſe 


perfect; as, /ecendly, to be freed'from vil 
Thoughts, and evil Tempers. Firft,' from 
evil or ſinful Thoughts. But here let it be 
obſerved, that Thoughts concerning Evil, 
$A | are 


* 
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are not always evil Thoughts : That a 


Thought concerning Sin, and a ſinful 
Thought, are widely different. A Man, 
for Inſtance, may think of a Murder which 


another has committed, and yet this is no 


evil or- ſinful Thought. So our bleſſed 


Lord himſelf, doubtleſs thought of, or un- 


derſtood the Thing ſpoken by the Devil, 
when he ſaid, Al this will I give thee, if 
thou wilt fall doton and worſhip me, Yet 


had he no èvil or finful Thought, nor in- 


deed was capable of -having any. And e- 
ven hence it follows, that neither have real 
Chriſtians. For every one that is perfelt is as 
his Mafter (Luke vi. 40.) Therefore, if he 
was free from evil or ſinful Thoughts, ſo 


are they likewiſe. 
-. 


22, And. Indeed, when ſhould evil | 


Thoughts proceed, in the Servant who is 
as bis Maſter * Out of the Heart of Man, 


(if at all) proceed evil Thoughts (Mark vii. 


21,) If therefore his Heart be no longer 
evil; then evil Thoughts can no longer pro- 


- ceed out of it. If the Tree were corrupt, 


. fo would be the Fruit; but the Tree is 
good. The Fruit therefore is good alſo, 
_- (Matth. xii. 33.) Our Lord himſelf bearing 
Witneſs, Every good Tree bringeth forth good 
Fruit. A good Tree cannot bring 2 rr 
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Fruit, as a corrupt Tree cannot bring forth 
good Fruit, Matth. vii. 17, 18. 


23. The ſame happy Privilege of real 
Chriſtians, St. Paul aſſerts from his own 
Experience. The Weapons of our Warfare, 
ſaith he, are not carnal, but mighty through God 
to the pulling down of Strong-holds : Caſting 
down Imaginations (or Reaſonings rather, 
for ſo the Word Xoy:ops; ſignifies; all the 
Reaſonings of Pride and Unbelief againſt 
the Declarations, Promiſes or Gifts of God) 
and every high Thing that exalleth itſelf a- 
gainſt the Knowledge of God, and bringing 
into Captivity every Thought to the Obedi- 
ence of Chrift, 2 Cor. x. 5, Sc. 


24. And as Chriſtians indeed, are freed 
from evil Thoughts, ſo are they, ſecondly, 
from evil Tempers. This is evident from 
the abovementioned Declaration of our 
Lord himſelf : The Diſciple is not above bis 
Maſter , but every one that is perfect ſhall be 
as his Maſter. He had been delivering juſt 
before ſome of the ſublimeſt Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity, and ſome of the moſt grie- 
vous to Fleſh and Blood. I ſay unto you, 
love your Enemies, do Good to them which ' 
hate you: And unto him that ſmiteth thee on 
the one Cheek, offer ” the other.” Now mw | 


38 J 
he well knew the World would not receive; 


and therefore immediately. adds, Can the 


Blind lead the Blind ? Will they not both fall 


into the Ditch? As if he had ſaid, < Do 
not confer with Fleſh and Blood touching 
theſe Things, with Men void of ſpiritual 
Diſcernment, the Eyes of whoſe Under- 
ſtanding God hath. not opened, leſt they 
and you periſh together.” In the next 
Verſe he removes the two grand Objections, 
with which theſe wiſe Fools meet us at eve- 
ry Turn, Theſe Things are too grievous 
to be born,” LY They are too high to 
be attained :* * . Saying, The Diſciple is not 
above his Maſter: Therefore, if I have ſuf- 
fered, be content to tread in my Steps. And 


doubt ye not then, but I will fulfil 'my. 


Word; for for every one that is perfect, ſhall 
be as his Maſter. But his Maſter was free 


from, ; all ſinful Tempers. So therefore 1 is his 


Dilciple, even every! real item. 0 


2 95 Every one of theſe can ſay with st. 
_ Rd... 7 am crucified with Chriſt. . Neverthe- 
; 14 T live. Yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me: 
— Words that manifeſtly deſcribe a Delive- 
Fance from inward, as well as from DUNE 
" ow: This is, expreſſed. both negatively, I 


ve ul. My evil Nature, the Body of Sin 
b delle) ed: And ieh 5 Gap 1 | 
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in me, and therefore all that is holy, and 
juſt, and good. Indeed both theſe, Chriſt 
liveth in me, and I live not, are inſeparably 
connected. For what Communion hath Light 
with Darkneſs, or Chriſt with Belial ? 


26. He therefore who. liveth in true Be- 
hevers, hath purified their Hearts by Faith : 
Inſomuch that every one that hath Chriſt in 
him, the Hope of Glory, purifieth himſelf even 
as he is pure (1 John iii. 3.) He is purified 
from, Pride; for Chriſt was lowly of Heart. 
He is pure from Self-will, or Deſire; for 
Chriſt deſired only to do the Will of his 
ha wn to finiſh his Work. And be 


a == 


wart: patient and Dag wi 110, 
m the common Senſe of the Word]; for all 
Anger is not Evil. We read of our Lord 


himſelf (Mark iii. 5.) that he once looked + 


round with Anger. But with what Kind of 
Anger? The next Word ſhews, cuMvtgue- 


vog, being at the ſame Time grie ved for the 


Hardneſs of their Hearts. 8 then he 


was angry at the Sin, and in the fame Mo- 


ment grieved for. the Sinners. Angry or 


ie 
diſpleaſed at. the Offence ;, but ſorry: for the 
Offenders,” With Anger, yea, Hatred, he? 
looked ypori. the 4 3 with Griet anette 
D 2 Lore eel 
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Love upon the Perſons. Go thou that art 
perfect, and do likewiſe. Be thus angry, 
and thou ſinneſt not: Feeling a Diſplicency 
at every Offence againſt God; but only 
Love and tender Compaſſion to the Of. 
fender. 


27. Thus doth Jeſus ſave bis People from 
their Sins : And not only from outward Sins, 
but alſo from the Sins of their Hearts; 
trom evil Thoughts, and from evil Tem- 

rs. True, ſay ſome; we ſhall thus be 
<« ſaved from our Sins; but not till Death, 
« not in this World.” But how are we 
ro reconcile this with the expreſs Words of 
St. John? Herein is our Love made perfect, 
that we may have Bcidneſs in the Day of 

Judgment, becauſe as he is, ſo are we in this 
World. The Apoſtle here beyond all Con- 
tradiction ſpeaks of himſelf. and other living 
Chriſtians, of whom (as tho" he had fore- 
ſeen this very Evaſion, and ſet himſelf to 
overturn it from the Foundation) he flatly 
affirms, that not only at, or after Death, 
but in this World, they are as their Maſter, 
1 John iv. 17. 2 


28. Exactly agreeable to this are his 
Words in the firſt Chapter of this Epiſtle, 
(Verſe 6, Sc.) God is Light, and in bim ii 
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no Darkneſs at all. If we walk in the Light 
as be is in the Light, we have Fellowſhip one 
with another, and the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
his Son cleanſeth us from all Sin. And again, 
If we confeſs our Sins, he is faithful and juſt 
to forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe us from 
all Unrighteouſneſs. Now it is evident, the 
Apoſtle here alſo ſpeaks of a Deliverance 
wrought zu this World. For he faith not, 
the Blood of Chriſt will cleanſe (at the Hour 
of Death, or in the Day of Judgment) 
but it cleanſeth (at the Time preſent) us (liv- 
ing Chriſtians) from all Sin. And it is e- 
qually evident, that if any Sin remain, we 
are not cleanſed from all Sin: If any Un- 
righteouſneſs remain in the Soul, it is not 
cleanſed from all Unrighteouſneſs. Neither 
let any Sinner againſt his own Soul fay, 
that this relates to Juſtification only, or the 
cleanſing us from the Guilt of Sin; firſt, 
Becauſe this is confounding together what 
the Apoſtle clearly diſtinguiſhes ; who men- 
tions firſt, 20 forgive us our Sins, and then 
to cleanſe us from all Unrighteauſneſs. Second- 
ly, Becauſe this is aſſerting. Juſtification by 
Works in the ſtrongeſt Senſe poſſible: It is 
making all inward, as well as outward Ho- 
lineſs, neceſſarily previous to Juſtification. 
For if the cleanſing here fpoken of is no 


other than the cleanſing us from the Guilt 
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of Sin, 
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then we are not cleanſed from 
Guilt; i. e. are not juſtified, unleſs on con- 
dition of walking in the Light, as be is in 
the Light. It remains then, that Chriſtians 
are ſaved in this World from all Sin, from 
all Unrighteouſneſs: That they are now in 
ſuch a ſenſe perfect, as not to commit Sin, 


and to be freed from evil Thoughts and evil 


Tempers. 


29. Thus hath the Lord fulfilled the 
Things he ſpake by his holy Prophets, 
which have been ſince the World began: 
By Moſes in particular, ſaying (Deut. xxx. 
6.) I will circumciſe thine Heart, and the 
Heart of thy Seed, tc love the Lord thy God 
with all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul; by 
David crying out, Create in me a clean Heart, 
and renew a right Spirit within me : And 
moſt remarkably by Ezekzel, in thoſe 
Words, Then will I ſprinkle clean Water up- 
en you, and ye ſhall be clean; from all your 
Filthineſs, and from all your Idols will I cleanſe 
you, A new Heart alſo will I give you, and 
a new Spirit will I put within vou, and cauſe 
you to walk in my Statutes, and ye ſhall keep 
ny Judgments, and do them,—Ye ſhall be my 
People, and I will be your God. I will alſo 


* ſave you from all your Uncleanneſſes.— Thus 
faith the Lord your God, in the. * that I 
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all have cleanſed you from all your Iniqui- 
ties—the Heathen ſhall know that I the Lord 
build the ruined Places, — I the Lord have 
ſpoken it, —and I will do it, Ezek, xxxvi. 


25, c 
30. Having therefore theſe Promiſes, . 


ly Beloved, both in the Law and in the Pro- 


8 and having the prophetic Word con- 
firmed unto us in the Goſpel, by our bleſ- 
ſed Lord and his Apoſtles : Let us cleanſe our- 


ſelves from all Filtbineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, 


perfecting Holineſs in the Fear of God, Let 
us fear leaſt ſo many Promifes being made 
us of entring into his Reſt (which he that hath 
entered into, is ceaſed from his own Works) 
any of us ſhould come ſhort of it. This one 
Thing let us do; forgetting thoſe Things which 
are Gebind, and reach ng forth unto thoſe Things 
which are before, let us preſs toward the Mark 
for the Prize of the high Calling of God in 


Chriſt Jeſus: Crying unto him Day and 
Night, till we alſo are delivered 7 the 
Bondage of Corruption, into the i ous Li- 


berty of the Sons of God, 
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SANCTIFICATION, 


EZEKIEL Xxxvi. 2c, Oc. 


| 45788 By the Reverend Mr, CH ARL Es s WSI EY. 
N 22 
14 PG ang. (OD of all Power, and Truth, and 
EEO © Grate, © 
7, 34S Which ſhall from Avis hr endure ; 
125" WhoſeIVord. when Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs, 
5 þ Remains, and ſtands for ever 98 
2. Calmly to Thee my Soul looks- 25 
And waits thy Promiſes to pr . 
The Object of my ſtedfaſt Han, e 
| The Seal of thine Eternal Love. 
3. That I thy Mercy may proclaim,. 
| That all Mankind thy Truth may: > 
Hallow thy great and glorious Name, a 3 
> Pry Holineſs in ne. 
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4. Choſe from the World if now I. fand | 
Adorn'd in Righteouſneſs divine, 1 
| If brought unto the promis d Land, 
n I 7110 call the Saviour mine; 


5. Perform the Work Thou haſt begun, 

My inmoſt Soul to Thee convert © 
Love me, for ever, love Thine own, 

And ſprinkle with thy Blood my Heart. 
6. Thy ſan#tifying Spirit pour 

To quench my Thirſt, and waſh me clan 5 
Now, Father, bt the gracious Shower 


E .  n_rſ 


4 Deſeend, and make me pare from Sin. 
7. Purge me from every finful Blot, 
M Tails all be caſt gde: 
Cleanſe me from every evil Thought 

Fl From all the Filth of Self = Pride. 


8. Give me @ new, a perfect Heart, 
From Doubt, and Fear, and Sorrow free: * 
The Mind which was in Chriſt. impart; © \ 
'3 And let my Spirit cleave to Thee. 


9. O take this Heart of Stone away, * 


(Thy Rule it doth not, cannot ven). 
In me no longer let it ſtay : 


4 [= 


O take away this Heart of Stone. 
10. The Hatred of my carnal Mind vs 
Out of my Feb at once remove 1 $I 
| foro me a tender Heart, reien d. 23,5 >. 000 
| bee fi gun, Fathand Love, ED E 7 
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11. Within me thy good Spirit place, 8 
Spirit. of Health, and Love; and e 
Plant in me't victorious Grace, 


And Sin ſhall never enter more. 


12, Cauſe me to walk in Chriſt my Way, 
And IT thy Statutes" ſhall Full 5 
In ny Point thy Law obey, 
And perfettly perform thy Will. 
13. Haſt thou not. faid, who t tanſt not lie, 
.* » "That I thy Law ſhall N and do ? 
Lord, I believe, tho” Men deny 
- They all are falſe; TÞut hou art "ys 


14. O that I now, from Sin reteas'd, © 
Thy Word might to the utmoſt Frove ' 
7 Se into the promi Reſt, 
The Canaan of thy Perfect Toe r 
15. There let ne ever, ever dwell; © 
Be thou'my God, and I will be” 


Thy Servant: O ſet to thy Seal, 
Give me eternal Tife in thee. | 


16. From all remaining Filth within * 
Let ms in Thee Salvation have : 
Hom actual, and from inbred Sin, 
My ranſomꝰ d Soul perfiſt to fave. 
17. Waſh out my old orig nal Stain : 
© Tell me no more, It cannot be, 


Demons or Men ! The Lamb was lain,” 
85 His Blood was all pour d out for me. 
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18. Sprinkle it, Feſu, on my Heart ! | 
One Drop of ti all-cleanſing Blood | 
Shall make my Sinfulneſs depart, | | 
And fill me with the Life of God, "6 
19. Father, ſupply my. every Need : 9 
Suſtain the Life Thyſulf haſt gin S 272 
Call for the Corn, the living Bread, 
The Manna that comes down from Heav'n, 


20. The gracious Fruits of Righteouſneſs, - 
Thy Bleſſings unexhauſted Store, , 

In me abundantly increaſe ; | 
Nor let me ever hunger more, 


21. Let me no more in deep Complaint "1 
A Leanneſs, O my Leanneſs,” ory 7 1 a 
Alone conſum*d with pining Want — 
Of all my Fatber's Children I! 


22, The painful Thirſt, the fond Deſire 
Thy joyous Preſence ſhall remove, 

While my full Soul doth ſtill require 
Thy whole Eternity of Love, 

23. Holy, and true, and righteous Lord, 


1 wait to prove thy perfect Mill: 
Be —_— of * thy gracious Word, 


And ſtamp me wi h thy Spirit's Seal, 
24. Thy faithful; Mercies let me find BT 
| In which thou cauſeſt me to truſt ; 2 
oO me the meek and lowly Mind, | 2 
. 4 my Spirit in the Duft. TS, 
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25. Shew me how foul my Heart hath been 
When all renew'd by Grace I am; 
When thou haſt emptied me of Sin, 
 Shew me the Fulneſs of my Shame, 
26, Open my Faith's interior Eye, - 
Diſplay thy Glory from above ; 
And all I am ſhall fink and die, 
. Loft in Aftoniſhment and Love. 
27. Confound, oerpower me with thy Grace! 
I would be by myſelf abbor'd, © 
(47 Might, all Majeſty, all Praiſe, 
| All Glory be t Chriſt my Lord! ) 
28. Now let me gain Perfettion”s Height 1 
Noto let me into Nothing fall! 


Be 6 than Nothing in thy Sight, | 
— N that b is all i in L607 


